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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-24 are presented for examination. Claims 12, 13, 23 and 24 are restricted. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, claims 1-11 and 14-22, in the reply filed on 
7/9/2004, is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that even though the Group I 
invention and Group II (claims 12, 13, 23, 24) invention are distinct inventions, the claims of 
Group I and Group II appear to be part of overlapping search area and would not place a serious 
burden on the examiner. This is not found persuasive because the search for Group I invention is 
necessary in subclass 227 and relative subclasses 223 to 226 of class 709. The search for Group 
II invention is necessary in subclass 203 and relative subclass 202. Hence, both the inventions 
are not part of overlapping search area. Since, a separate search is necessary for Group I 
invention and Group II invention, it is indeed a serious burden on the examiner. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

3. Examiner examines applicant elected Group I, i.e., claims 1-1 1 and 14-22. 

Priority 

4. Applicant's claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) is acknowledged. 

Specification 

5. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The present title is not sufficient for proper classification of the claimed subject matter. 
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The following title is suggested: "Multiple client users to interact with secure web page 
together over the Internet". 

Information Disclosure Statement 

6. An initialed and dated copy -of. Applicant's IDS form 1449, Paper dated, 6/22/2001, is 
attached to the instant Office action. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 mentions that "and to second create", which should be "and second to create". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1, 9, 14, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

9. Claims 1 and 14 recites the limitations, "one client of the group", "to prevent the web 
site", "the same temporary identifier", "the same web page", "all the clients in the group". There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Also, it is not clear which client is 
referred for display. 
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10. Claims 9 and 20, recite the limitations, "the identity", "the same web page", "the group". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Also, it is not clear which 
group is referred by each member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1-6,8-11, 14-17, 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Quatrano et al., Cisco Technology Inc., 6,748,420 (Hereinafter Quatrano-Cisco). 

13. As per claims 1,9, 14 and 20, Quatrano-Cisco teaches a method and a group-browsing 
system as follows: 

a plurality of clients (e.g., figure 1) each including a shared web browser (e.g., figure 6); 

a server (e.g., figure 6) linked to the shared web browser of each client and configured to 
monitor the transmission of a web site URL request from the shared web browser of one client of 
the group and to direct that request to the shared web browser of other clients in the group (e.g., 
col, 23, line 61 - col., 24, line 17, figure 5); and 
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a gatekeeper module configured to first mask the identity of each client computer (e.g., 
figure 6, col., 6, lines 1-24) to prevent the web site from retrieving any client's actual identifier 
and (e.g., col., 25, line 46 - col., 26, line 21) to second create the same temporary identifier for 
each client when any client logs on to the web site so that the same web page is displayed for all 
the clients in the group (e.g., col., 25, line 46 - col., 26, line 21). 

14. As per claims 2, Quatrano-Cisco teaches the following: 

the group-browsing system is a scalable secure system (e.g., col., 30, lines 1-21, figure 8). 

15. As per claims 3, Quatrano-Cisco teaches the following: 

the gatekeeper module resides on each client (e.g., multiple adapters that can reside on 
separate systems, col, 30, lines 8 - 21). 

16. As per claims 4, 10, 15 and 21, Quatrano-Cisco teaches the following: 

the identifier is a cookie and the temporary identifier is a temporary cookie (e.g., col, 25, 
line 46 - col., 26, line 21, figure 6). 

17. As per claims 5, 11, 16 and 22, Quatrano-Cisco teaches the following: 

the gatekeeper further including means for deleting the temporary identifier at the end of 
a group-browsing session to prevent any client from returning to the web site identified as 
another client (e.g., col, 29, lines 26 - 64). 
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18. As per claims 6 and 17, Quatrano-Cisco teaches the following: 

the gatekeeper further including means for generating a warning message when any client 
logs on to the web site to inform that client that the other clients in the group will now be able to 
access that clients private information (e.g., col, 28, line 47 - col., 29, line 1 1). 

19. As per claims 8 and 19, Quatrano-Cisco teaches the following: 

client software configured to detect the end of a group-browsing session and, in response, 
to direct a client's secure browser to transmit the web site URL to allow the client to return to the 
previously accessed web site (e.g., col., 29, lines 40 - 64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

21. Claims 7 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Quatrano-Cisco in view of "Official Notice". 

22. As per claims 7 and 1 8, Quatrano-Cisco teaches the claimed limitations rejected under 
claims 1 and 14. However, Quatrano-Cisco does not specifically mention about tracking the 
actions of all clients for billing purposes. "Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and 
advantages of providing tracking the actions of all clients for billing purposes is well known and 
expected in the ait. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include tracking the actions of all clients for billing purposes with the teachings of 
Quatrano-Cisco in order to facilitate charging clients for the usage of the website information. 
The well-known concept of monitoring the action of all clients utilizing the web information 
usage would help bill the clients according the web content usage and based on the duration of 
the web information usage. 

Conclusion 

23. Examiner makes a very clear note that the rational of the applicant's invention has been 
clearly taught by Quatrano-Cisco. Applicant's invention does contain few minor additional 
matters that facilitate the concepts of the applicant's invention. However, the additional minor 
matters are well known in the art. 

24. Examiner has found numerous aits related to the disclosed subject matter. The prior art 
made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. See Form 
PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haresh Patel whose telephone number is 703-605-5234. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 703-305-8498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Haresh Patel 



September 28, 2004 




